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Response to Offif* Action dated November 30^ 2(Htt ! 
INTRODUCTION 

The claimed medium is unique. Unlike all other media, its primary purpose is not the 
growth of an organism, in this case mycobacteria. Instead, 1he claimed medium is itself a 
diagnostic tool for the diagnosis of Tuberculosis. In effect, by measuring the pH changes 
that occur during mycobacterial growth and registering those changes by color change, 
the claimed medium succeeds in creating a rapid diagnostic tool that is self contained 
within the medium. There is no counterpart to this medium in existence and its purpose 
departs so radically from the purpose and nature of other media, it is also unique in 
certain essential components necessary to effectuate it's diagnostic function. 

The examiner has registered certain enumerated bases for rejecting the claimed medium. 
Responses to those rejections are set out below. 

L EXAMINER'S ALLEGAT ION THAT PATENT IS VAGUE AND 
INDEFINITE. 

Claims 1-14 were rejected under the allegation that they are indefinite under 35 USC 1 12. 
The examiner has stated that Claim 1 and its dependents are "drawn to a culture 
medium", but are 'Vague and indefinite" for failing to particularly point out and distinctly 
claim the subject matter which was regarded as the invention. The examiner states that 
this is because the language "are configured" contained in line 6 "implies that a step is 
taken to configure the inhibitors in a particular way which is not recited in the claim". 
The constituent contents of the medium and the configuration of those contents are 
identified and described in detail in the patent application. The phrase "are configured" 
was used in the patent application document to refer to the configuration described within 
that document. This phrase was used only in its common sense application to the 
configuration described within the patent application. Any attempt to read into the phrase 
an inference that some additional configuration beyond that described in the patent 
application was unnecessary to a common sense reading of the language and was 
erroneous. 
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